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MR. RADENBERG: Today's date is October 17, 

2001. The time is 1327 hours. I'm Paul Radenberg 

of the Fire Department of the City of New York. 

Q. Conducting an interview with? 

A. Lieutenant JOHN NEVINS, New York City Fire 
Department, assigned to fire operations. 

Q. We are conducting this interview at 9 
Metrotech, fourth floor, in the BITS interview room, 
regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 

A. On September 11, I was at my job location at 
9 Metrotech, 7th floor. At approximately 8:35, 8:40, 
somebody announced in the office that a plane had 
struck the World Trade Center, at which time, we looked 
out the window. We could see that there was a large 
hole in one of the towers of the World Trade Center. 

I proceeded with Lieutenant Bradley Mann down 
to the EMS operations area, obtained radios, and began 
to respond to the assignment. 

We exited 9 Metrotech from the front doors, 
proceeded around to the garage area where we met 
Citywide Chief Sal Cassano, exiting the garage. We got 
into his car and responded into Manhattan. I believe 
he went -- I'm not sure which way he went through 


Brooklyn, but he arrived at the Sand Street entrance to 
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Brooklyn Bridge, proceeded over the Brooklyn Bridge 
into lower Manhattan. 

We exited the car. I believe the Chief 
parked at West and Vesey Street. Actually, the map is 
more (inaudible). I believe this is Broadway. 

Q. Yes, this is West Broadway. 

A. Yes, West Broadway, behind the US Post Office 
Federal Office Building across the street from the 7 
World Trade, Lieutenant Mann and myself began down 
towards West Street on Vesey. Chief Cassano exited the 
vehicle and I believe he headed towards Church Street. 
That was the last I saw of him until Thursday. 

As we turned the corner and were standing in 
front of 7 World Trade, the second plane struck tower 
number 2. Lieutenant Mann and myself paused 
momentarily to find some shelter in front of 7 World 
Trade under an overpass. We then proceeded once we 
were safe farther down Vesey Street to the corner of 
West Street, where we took over West and Vesey staging. 

We began staging ambulances on Vesey Street 
between West and North End Avenue. I'm not sure of the 
exact number of ambulances, somewhere between 20 and 30 
had arrived from numerous agencies; Lenox Hill, 


Cabrini, FDNY. Also at this location a MERV was staged 
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approximately between 3 World Financial and 12 World 
Financial. There is a parking lot in front of the 
Embassy Suites Hotel. We staged in the street facing 
North End Avenue. 

From there we spent -- at that point, from 
the staging location, we remained there staging 
ambulances until the collapse of 2 World Trade Center. 
Just prior to the collapse of 2 World Trade Center, 
probably 5 to 10 minutes, Chief Fred Villani arrived at 
our location and he was transitioning into taking over 
the staging at that location. 

At that point 2 World Trade Center began to 
collapse. I was directed by Chief Villani to run, at 
which time we continued down Vesey Street on to North 
End Avenue. Following the collapse, we attempted to 
regroup, shuttle ambulances down on to North End and 
reestablish the staging location at that area. 

For approximately 10 to 15 minutes we 
continued to do that until we were told that -- I 
believe at the direction of the police, that that area 
was probably unsafe due to the impending collapse in 
number 1 World Trade Center. 

At that point, I continued down North End 


Avenue towards Murray Street. At that point I entered 
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a construction trailer, I believe located between 
Murray and Park Place in an attempt to find a helmet. 
At that point, the collapse of number 1 World Trade 
Center occurred and myself and a large group of police, 
firefighters, and some civilians took refuge in that 
area until the debris and dust cloud had settled. 

Following that, I exited the construction 
trailers, headed farther down North End Avenue 
attempting to locate personnel and ambulances. I came 
around to the park area along the River Terrace, at 
Chambers Street, and at that point I found 
approximately 3 ambulances. I believe one was a Lenox 
Hill bus and two EMTs or paramedics, who stated that 
they had shuttled the ambulances to that location. 
However, they weren't aware of where the crews for the 
trucks had gone or the location of any other 
personnel. 

At that point we attempted to -- I attempted 
to gather personnel at that location and through the 
park, I began to walk through the park to see if there 
were any personnel taking refuge in the park. I didn't 
find any. However, along the bulkhead of the park, 
there was numerous New York Waterway ferries, so we 


attempted to establish a transport center if necessary 
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with them to transport any patients to New Jersey if it 
became necessary. 

I was standing by at that location when the 
police then directed us to exit the park due to the 
fact that they believed there was a ruptured gas main 
underneath the park. I headed down Chambers Street to 
West Street, at which point I ran into EMT Richie 
Zarrillo from operations, Chief Hirth and his aide. 

At that point I asked Chief Hirth for 
direction. I was told that he was not sure what 
exactly -- whether we should head back toward the World 
Trade Center or head up to Chelsea Piers, where a 
casualty collection point had been set up. TI had heard 
that previously on the radio, so I decided along with 
EMT Zarrillo that I would head up to Chelsea Piers. 

I started walking along West Street for 
numerous blocks until I was able to get a ride with a 
Hatzolah ambulance up to the staging location at 
Chelsea Piers, where I again became the secondary 
staging officer for Chelsea Piers. 

Q. Do you remember approximately what time that 
was by the time you got up to the pier? 
A. Probably half an hour to 45 minutes after the 


collapse of the second tower. 
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Q. When you came over to Vesey and West, prior 
to the first collapse, most of the vehicles there, the 
ambulances, were not Department ambulances? 

A. No, most of them were not Department 
ambulances. There were ambulances from Lenox Hill, 
there were Hatzolah volunteers, there were a few EMS 
ambulances. One of them was I believe 22 Henry, Staten 
Island HAZTAC ambulance. I remember that one 
specifically because they had requested they needed to 
bring their HAZTAC equipment with them. I believe 
there was a Metro Care ambulance that was -- 

There was vehicle 125 and -- unfortunately 
the list of all the units that were in staging were -- 
got lost in the ensuing. 

Q. Chaos? 

A. Chaos of the collapse. There were a few 
Chief's cars. I believe they were Fire Department, 
Chief's vehicles, unmarked vehicles, that were on Vesey 
Street off of West Avenue. There was a small upgrade 
across from American Express. They were parked along 
there next to the -- there is a parking lot there. 

Q. You were with Lieutenant Mann? 

A. Yes, Brad Mann. 


Q. He is from EMS? 
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A. Yes. Fire operations, EMS fire operations. 
Q. Did you see any other Department personnel 


when you got over to West and Vesey that you recognize 
their full name that you could place there? 

A. Not from FDNY, but there were -- actually, 
one of the FDNY people that was there was Gary Smiley, 
a paramedic, and his partner. I'm not sure who his 
partner was that day. I actually had seen him later at 
Chelsea Piers. He arrived with his ambulance and his 
partner. Chief Villani was in that area. Again his 
car was parked on Vesey between West and North End. 

One of the others, let's see, Raoul Perez, he 
is a paramedic for Lenox Hill, him and his partner were 
in the staging area. I can't think of anybody else 
that I definitely recognized. There was a Hatzolah 
crew. I believe they were the midtown Hatzolah. There 
were approximately 4 to 5 people in their ambulance. 
They just kept asking me if they needed to -- if I 
wanted to send them up towards the building. However, 
I told them to stay with their vehicle. 

Q. At that point were there any patients in the 
area? 

A. We were getting reports of patients in the 


foyer areas between 3 World Financial Center and 4 
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World Financial Center. However, I hadn't headed over 
to that area and none of the crews that were with me 
were reporting treating any patients. One ambulance 
did come through, I'm not sure whether it had picked up 
a patient, however, as they were heading out past the 
staged ambulances, we stopped them and they said they 
were transporting a burn patient. They were headed I 
believe to Cornell. I believe they left prior to the 
collapse. 

Q. When the first tower came down, from where 
you were, debris that was coming down, did it come down 
into the staging area here or -- 

A. No. 

Q. Can you remember? 

A. No, the only thing that affected us was dust 
and debris. I had actually been standing -- I was 
standing facing towards North End Avenue, so I was 
facing away from the building when there was a -- 
started a loud noise, I remember like a sound, like a 
cracking sound and Chief Villani ran past me and told 
me, John, run for your life. 

As I turned around it appeared to be the top 
of the tower was shifting. I just started running down 


towards North End. I didn't stop until I rounded the 
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corner past the Embassy Suites hotel and at that point, 
there was a lot of dust and debris, tough to see back 
down. Couldn't see down Vesey Street to West Street, 
so I was unable to see where debris had landed. I 
began in the intersection attempting to get personnel 
to move ambulances and bring them farther up the street 
and around back onto North End Avenue. 

Also at that point, I'm not sure which -- 
there was an ambulance from the voluntary hospital 
treating one patient on a corner, I guess it's the 
southwest corner of North End and Vesey on the corner. 
There's an apartment complex across North End, by 4 
World Financial. There was a patient on the corner 
there and I directed one of the voluntary hospital 
units who had both crew members to treat the patient 
there. 

Again, what happened to that patient and 
where they went, I'm not really sure, due to the fact 
that they had loaded the patient into the ambulance, 
but we were directed to move farther away before they 
had given me any disposition on where they were going. 

Q. Right. Okay. You said the best you 
remember, Chief Villani arrived after the second plane 


had attacked, but prior to the collapses? 
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A. Right. It was very close to the collapse of 
the first tower. Approximately 10, 15 minutes, because 
we hadn't even -- I hadn't given him the full report on 
the ambulances that were in the staging location and 


what resources were available and patients were being 


treated. 
Q. Any thoughts or comments on the situation? 
A. Not really. Very chaotic scene. I think we 


did the best we could given the situation and then, you 
know, the ensuing -- once the tower started to 
collapse, we were -- we did the best we could. 
Actually, one thing that just thinking about 

it now sticks in my mind. The MERV driver should be 
commended. He went back and -- I have a clear mental 
picture of the MERV with both ramps hanging out, going 
around the corner from Vesey on to North End. But the 
guy went back, definitely, probably the farthest down 
the block to save the MERV to get it out of there, get 
it away from the collapse. 

Q. The MERV was I assume from Bellevue? 

A. Yes, that was MERV 1 from Bellevue. 

Q. Is anything else you would like to add? 

A. I think that's it. 


MR. RADENBERG: Okay. Time is now 1445 


hours. 
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The interview is concluded. 
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